
Hillyfields Herald February/March 2018 

 

Welcome to the latest edition of the 
Hillyfields Herald… if you ever have a 
query about any aspect of the nursery 
or just want a chat  please feel free 
to pop up and see me anytime – my 
door is always open. For times when I 
am not available, you are welcome to 
speak to Michelle Weston (Pre-
School) or Lisa Illidge (Babies). 

 
Best wishes,  Kerrie Smith 

(Nursery Manager) 
 

World Book Day 
World Book Day is on Thursday 1st March 
and we will be celebrating all that week. 
Children and staff are invited to come in 
dressed as their favourite character on 
any or every day that week. Whether you 
buy a costume or make your own, we can’t 
wait to see the children’s outfits.  
Also, we have a theatre company coming in 
on Tuesday 28th February at 10am to work 
with Toddlers and Pre-school children. 
This production is only for children who 
usually attend on Tuesday mornings – 
please make sure to be in by 9.45. 
Additionally, one of our Pre-school parents 
has very kindly offered to come in for 
storytelling on Thursday 1st March and 
we’re all very excited about that too. 
Finally, please find attached a book token 
that can exchanged for a free book or as 
part payment for any book at participating 
stores. 

 
Afternoon Tea for Mummies 

To celebrate Mother’s Day this year, we 
would like to invite our lovely mummies to 
a special afternoon tea on Thursday 15th 
March. Our space is limited so we are 
offering it only to those with children who 
attend on Thursdays. Further details will 
follow soon but please save the date!   

 
Music from Around the World 
The Pre-school staff would love to hear 
from anyone who plays an instrument and 
could bring it in and play for the children. 
Do you or someone you know sing in a group 
- perhaps you/ they could come in for a 
short session? Maybe you have an unusual 
instrument that you could share with us? 
We’d love to hear from you if you can help 
in any way. 

Easter Bonnet Competition 
Each room is planning to hold an 
Easter Bonnet Parade in the week 
before Easter. All the children are 
invited to bring in bonnets that 
they have made/decorated at home 
(with or without parents’ help). The 
children themselves will be the 
judges and will help decide the 
favourite in their own room. There 
will be a special prize for each 
winner but everyone’s efforts will 
be rewarded. Look out for further 
details. 
 

Easter Egg Hunt 
The Easter Bunny has promised to 
visit us at 
nursery on 
Thursday 
29th 
March. As 
you can 
imagine, 
we are 
looking 
forward to 
our grand Easter egg hunt in the 
garden where we hope to find all 
the eggs he’s hidden – yum yum! 

 
 

Medicines Update 
Current guidelines advise that we 
should ordinarily only give medicines 
to children that have been 
prescribed by GP or nurse. Being 
aware that making appointments 
with GPs or nurses to get a 
prescription for over-the-counter 
medicines, unnecessarily takes up 
everyone’s valuable time, we have 
been taking a sensitive approach 
and used our discretion when 
administering medicines. However, 
we have been informed that 
pharmacists can now provide a label 
with child’s name and DoB for over-
the-counter medicines such as 
Calpol. As we will be updating our 
medicine policy accordingly, we 
strongly advise that parents 
request such a label whenever 
medicines are purchased 

    

 
Childcare Choices 

Tax-Free Childcare and 30 Hours 
Funding are two separate government 
schemes to help parents with the cost of 
childcare.  We recommend you apply now 
for an eligibility code should you be 
interested; however we have very limited 
availability. For parents already in 
receipt of an eligibility code, please 
remember that this must be reconfirmed 
every 3 months. 
For those with school-age children,  
Tax-free Childcare has now been 
extended to include children up to 12 
years old.  
Childcare vouchers are an alternative to 
Tax-free Childcare. As some parents will 
be better off using vouchers, we 
recommend you find out what works best 
for you before voucher schemes close to 
new entrants on 6th April. Parents 
already using vouchers can continue using 
them as long as needed.  
 

Find out more about all these schemes 
at:  www.childcarechoices.gov.uk 

 
Nursery Closures 

Just a reminder that we will be 
closed for Easter:  
 

Friday 30th March 
to 

Friday 6th April incl 
 

We re-open on Monday 9th April  
 

Additionally, we will be closed for 
Bank holidays on: 
*Monday 7th May  
*Monday 28th May   
 

And also for mandatory staff 
training on: 
*Friday 1st June  

 

Details of all closures can be found on:  
www.hillyfieldsdaynursery.co.uk 
 

Our website contains password-
protected areas for security reasons.  
Please note that the password has 
recently been changed - if you would like 
to fully access these areas, please ask a 
senior member of staff for the 
password. 


